
Parent Questionnaire  

In each newsletter we are explaining what we are going to do in an area 

you have asked us to improve on.  

You asked us to improve…  So we are going to…  

Our handovers at the end of the day about 

your child’s day at nursery.  

Our new iconnect system that we are 

moving towards will help give key 

information about your child’s day.  

We are going to have a staff focus on 

handovers – for at least a week staff will 

observe each others handovers and we 

will discuss what needs to be in a 

handover.  

The nursery gates.  We are going to look into ways in which 

we can stop the gates from slamming. 

Managers are also going to make an effort 

to spend time at drop off and pick up times 

at the gates to help out with buggies and 

bikes etc.   
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Important Dates 

Thursday 7th March 2019 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 

development. 

Friday 11th October 2019 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 
development. 

Thursday 24th January 2019 NDNA Advanced Safeguarding Training in our Training Room. 

We are hosting NDNA training for the local Early Years community. Rosie, one of our Designated 

Safeguarding Lead’s (DSL) will be attending. Please do not let any visitors through the gate, direct 

them to the No4 visitors entrance buzzer.  

Thursday 31st January 2019 7-9pm Mini First Aid Training in our Training Room. We are 

hosting another Mini First Aid training course.   

Wednesday 20th February 2019 6pm – Monthly Staff Meeting. Please collect your child by 

5:50pm to ensure we can give you a handover before promptly starting our meeting at 6pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REMINDER: There is a 48 hour exclusion period for children (and staff) after the LAST episode of 

sickness or diarrhoea. We have your children and our staffs best interests in heart by enforcing 

these exclusion periods. By bringing in a poorly child (not only sickness and diarrhoea) you are 

putting other children and our fantastic staff at risk.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristic of Effective 

Learning of the Month 

In each newsletter we focus on an area 

of the Characteristics of Effective 

Learning (CoEL). The CoEL are part of 

the Early Years Foundation Stage, they 

focus on HOW children learn alongside 

the areas of learning which focus on 

what children are learning. 

Chosen Charities  

Each year we pick 2 charities to fundraise for across the year. We do this 

instead of raising small amounts of money for different charities and 

fundraising days across the year. We hope this will be a more meaningful way 

of raising money for those who need it most in our local and 

national/worldwide communities. Thank you to those of you completed our 

surveymonkey questionnaire with your suggested charities. We discussed 

them at the management meeting and in 2019 we will be raising money for: 

  

 

 

 

 

We have earmarked 2 weeks to be Fundraising Week’s; W/C 13th May 2019 

and W/C 11th November 2019.  

 

Keeping on trying (Active Learning: Motivation) 

This area of the CoEL may be observed in a child; persisting with activity when challenges occur, 

showing a belief that more effort or a different approach will pay off and bouncing back after difficulties. 

One of the strategies we use at Archfield to promote children to persist with challenges is to use specific 

praise such as “I can see that you are trying really hard to…” or “I saw that you kept trying when you got 

stuck”. 

Another way we can promote this type of approach to learning is by allowing time and space for children 

to take on challenges themselves. This includes adults supporting children through difficulties rather than 

always taking the quick fix by helping them yourself (which can be tempting!). 

 



 

 

 

  

Kitchen Corner  

 

When your children are hungry for snacks what do you give them? Vegetable sticks? 

Fresh fruit? Rice cakes? All great choices, but all lacking in one thing – protein! One of 

the biggest changes I am currently making to the Archfield menus is ensuring that all teas 

have a good source of protein. In many cases, you can make these simple adjustments 

yourself. Why not add a can of haricot beans or a handful of lentils to that soup. How 

about adding tuna to those homemade pizzas. 

I was regularly making my own hummus for the children, but was aware that even to a 

hummus fiend (such as myself) it can get a little boring. I’ve started making two new 

‘dips’ that have gone down very well, and I’ve included those recipes below for you to 

recreate at home. Happy cooking! 

 

SIMPLE SMOKED MACKEREL PATE  

Makes approximately 300g 
 
Ingredients 

100g smoked mackerel fillets (skin removed) 
100g cream cheese (eg Philadelphia) 
75g sour cream clove garlic, minced or finely grated 
A squeeze of lemon 
Freshly ground black pepper 
Some dill if you have it (totally optional) 
Instructions 

1. Puree everything in a blender and serve on toast or bread! 

 

 

 

 

EASY LEMONY WHITE BEAN DIP 

Makes approximately 500g 
 
Ingredients 

1 clove garlic, minced or finely grated 
1 400g can white beans, rinsed and drained 
Half a freshly squeezed lemon  
230ml cup extra virgin olive oil 
Pinch of salt (optional) 
Instructions 

1. Place all the ingredients, bar the olive oil, in a food processor. Blend on high until well combined. 
2. Turn the food processor down to medium and slowly pour in the olive oil until you have a smooth 

dip.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maddie Light 

Maddie is our Squirrel Room Manager, she has been 

at Archfield for 2 years and has previous experience 

at another local nursery. Maddie has a level 3 

qualification that she completed whilst working here. 

She works Monday – Thursday 8am-6pm.  

Maddie is also the Squirrels in the moment planning 

ambassador and has been working really hard on 

refreshing the Squirrel environments over the past 

few weeks.  

Maddie enjoys going on bike rides and going on long 

walks!  

 

Staff Training 

We think Continual Professional Development is REALLY important to ensure we are 

providing the best care and education for your children SO here is some information 

about the training staff have been on recently:  

Elisa (Wise Owls) is attending the last of her Hanen Programme training afternoons. Elisa’s practice has 

been videoed by the course leaders too. The Hanen Programme is all about speech and language 

development.  

 Anna (Ducklings) has attended 2 of 4 Makaton sessions. She has already been using the signs much 

more in her practice and will continue to do so in her time in Ducklings.  

Kirsty (Wise Owls) attended her paediatric first aid training across 2 days.  

Our January staff meeting was on GDPR, Rebecca is our GDPR officer. She refreshed all our knowledge 

about what we need to do to comply with GDPR. 

Will (Squirrels) and Rebecca (Nursery Director) attended a Men in Early Years Network Meeting. They had 

some fantastic conversations with other professionals from the Early Years Sector about how to 

encourage more men to work in Early Years.  

Like our Facebook Page to receive regular updates on what we are up to 

https://www.facebook.com/Archfield-House-Nursery-and-Pre-School-596722470416366/ 

0117 942 2120 www.archfieldhousenursery.co.uk office@archfieldhousenusery.co.uk 

Update on our new software system – Connect 

We have already started using some aspects of our new software system, Connect. Thank you to all of you 

who have returned the Vital Information Update, we cannot fully get started with Connect until all of these 

have been returned. If you have not yet returned it, please do ASAP. 

Connect will have many benefits for us as a nursery and will improve our parent communication. Once we 

are a little further along the road we will write to you separately explaining what nursery procedures will be 

changing due to Connect. 
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