
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter May 2019

 

Important Dates 

Friday 11th October 2019 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 

development. 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 

development. 

Monday 27th May 2019 – We are CLOSED for Bank Holiday Monday.  

13th – 17th May 2019 Fundraising Week. We will send out further information about how we will be 

raising money for our 2 chosen charities.  

Tuesday 14th May 2019 6pm – Monthly Staff Meeting. Please collect your child by 5:50pm to 

ensure we can give you a handover before promptly starting our meeting at 6pm.  

Saturday 15th June 2019 – Beach School Family Play Day. More information coming soon but 

save the morning! All families are invited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Parent Forum 

After reflecting on our Small Talks and Wise Owl Individual Parents Evenings we realised 

that we are missing out on opportunities for Parents and Carers to share their ideas for 

developing the provision at Archfield. We are therefore going to set up a Parent Forum.  

The Parent Forum seeks to represent the collective voice of Parents and Carers in 

discussions with the nursery management team. It will play an active role in influencing, 

supporting and enhancing the wellbeing and learning of all children at Archfield. 

We will hold Parent Forum meetings 3 times a year, in May, September and January. 

Any Parent or Carer can attend the meetings on an ad hoc or a regular basis. We will 

send out a SurveyMonkey ahead of each meeting to RSVP, so we can ensure to cater 

for enough people. 

The Parent Forum is not a decision-making body. It is a body which can feed in views 

and represent the Parents and Carers issues surrounding the nursery. The Parent Forum 

is also not the place to discuss concerns or complaints involving individual children, 

families or members of staff. 

At each Parent Forum meeting we will have an agenda to follow, Parents and Carers will 

be able to send in topics they would like to discuss via the Surveymonkey invitation.  

The first Parent Forum meeting will be confirmed soon, we will be agreeing the aims and 

objectives of the Forum during this first meeting.  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Characteristic of Effective Learning of the 

Month 

In each newsletter we focus on an area of the 

Characteristics of Effective Learning (CoEL). The CoEL 

are part of the Early Years Foundation Stage, they focus 

on HOW children learn alongside the areas of learning 

which focus on what children are learning. 

Making Links:  Creativity and Critical Thinking 

(Thinking)  

This area of the CoEL may be observed in a child; making 

links and noticing patterns in their experience, making 

predictions, testing their ideas or developing ideas of 

grouping, sequences, cause and effect.   

  

 

Ensuring children have big periods of TIME to explore open ended resources and toys, with a supportive 

adult nearby, is the biggest way of encouraging these strategies for learning.  

Another way of encouraging using these strategies for learning is by using  ‘I Wonder…’ statements or 

questions. 

–  I wonder how we could make ……………….? 

–  I wonder what will happen if …………..? 

–  I wonder why that hasn’t worked? 

–  I wonder what else we could do? 

–  I wonder what we will need to take when we go to ……………? 

 

Early Education are having their annual 

national conference in Bristol on Sat 11th 

May. 

As part of the conference, delegates are 

able to look around Bristol settings on the 

Friday 10th May. 

We have been invited to be one of the 10 

settings in Bristol for delegates to tour! 

 The Head of Early Years Services for 

Bristol City Council chose the settings and 

we are 1 of 2 private settings amongst the 

10 selected. This is an incredible honour 

and we are really looking forward to sharing 

our environments and practice on Friday 

afternoon. 

The chicks have been such a huge hit! It 

has been so lovely observing children of 

all ages being so kind, gentle and 

thoughtful whilst looking after the chicks. 

Hayley (Beehive) is going to be adopting 

the majority of the chicks so hopefully we 

will see them again soon!  



  

Kitchen Corner  

 
 

 
Ah May, my favourite month of the year for fruit and vegetables. 

 There’s wild garlic to be foraged, rhubarb to be turned into crumble and 
asparagus to be eaten with everything! It’s also the best time of year to eat 

lamb, so the recipe of this month is spiced lamb and mint burgers. Nice in the 
oven, even better on the barbecue.  

Has anyone checked the weather forecast for this weekend?? 
 

Spiced Lamb and Mint burgers 
Serves approx. 2 adults and 3 children 

 

Ingredients  

½ red onion, chopped 

1 clove garlic, crushed 

A small bunch of mint, chopped 

400g lean minced lamb 

½ teaspoon sweet paprika 

½ teaspoon ground cumin 

1 egg 

Pinch of white pepper 

Vegetable oil 

 
Method 

1. Heat oven to 200°C (Gas mark 6). 
2. Gently sauté the onion and garlic in a little vegetable oil until softened but not browned, then 

remove from the heat and allow to cool slightly. 
3. In a large bowl, combine the lamb, mint, spices and cooled onion followed by the lightly beaten 

egg. Mix thoroughly and shape into burgers, larger for adults, smaller for children. 
4. Place on a baking tray lined with non-stick baking parchment and bake for 20 minutes or until 

browned and cooked through. 
 

Goes great with 

 potatoes with chive butter and crushed, minty peas, or 

 wholemeal bun with lettuce and sliced tomatoes and oven-roasted sweet potato chips, or 

 wholemeal pitta filled with diced cucumber, tomatoes and coriander and a spoonful of herby garlic 

yoghurt. 
 

Coming soon! 
I’ve been finalising our new food policy, so watch this space for further updates. We take 
a whole setting approach to healthy eating across policies, procedures and practices and 
I thought it only fitting to get all of our outstanding practice put into policy.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Training 

We think Continual Professional Development is REALLY important to ensure we 

are providing the best care and education for your children SO here is some 

information about the training staff have been on recently:  

Emily (Beehive) attended embedding the Characteristics of Effective Learning training at St Pauls 

Children’s Centre. 

Our April Staff Meeting was a problem solving activity. It was almost like problem solving speed dating!  

Maddie attended Leadership and Management Training with the NDNA which was hosted at Archfield.  

Will went to Igniting Learning in the Outdoors training at Redcliffe Children’s Centre.  

Like our Facebook Page to receive regular updates on what we are up to 

https://www.facebook.com/Archfield-House-Nursery-and-Pre-School-596722470416366/ 

0117 942 2120 www.archfieldhousenursery.co.uk office@archfieldhousenusery.co.uk 

What is your child’s favourite song? 

What is your (child friendly) favourite song? 

Do you speak languages other than English at home? 

We would love to add songs to our nursery playlist that are spoken in our 

families languages. 

Please send your recommendations to 

office@archfieldhousenursery.co.uk  

Hayley Woolfson 

Hayley is our Nursery Chef. She works 5 days a week 

and joined us in February 2018. Hayley has made a 

huge difference in not only our menu’s and the food we 

provide, but in our whole nursery approach to healthy 

living.  

As you will know from Kitchen Corner, Hayley has been 

working really hard towards our Early Years Nutritional 

Partnership (EYNP) accreditation. You can find out 

more information about the EYNP here: 

https://www.eynpartnership.org/   

Before joining Archfield, Hayley was working as a 

professional chef in fine dining restaurants in Bristol. 

She wanted to have a better work life balance and is 

loving having her weekends back! In her space time 

she plays a lot of football and is the goalkeeper for 

Steps FC, a woman’s football team in Bristol.  

Our menus can be found on our website here: 

http://www.archfieldhousenursery.co.uk/menu/  
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