
Important Dates 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 

development. 

Wednesday 14th October 2020- In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training 

and development. 

Wednesday 12th February 2020 Staff Meeting 6pm. Please collect your child by 5:50pm so we can 

give you a handover before starting our meeting at 6pm.  

Friday 28th February 2020 – We are hosting NDNA Training all day in our Training Room. 

Please ensure all visitors use the Number 4 gate buzzer and we will let them in. 
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 Gemma Luffman  

Gemma is our Deputy Room Manager in Squirrels. 

She joined us from a local nursery at the beginning 

of January and is settling in fantastically well.  

Gemma works 4 days (not a Thursday) and has a 

level 3 Early Years Qualification that she completed 

at her previous nursery. Gemma is incredibly 

organised and passionate about her job. Outside of 

nursery, she loves spending time with her 2 dogs!  

Chosen Charities 2020  

Please tell us the charities you think we should support in 2020. We choose at least 1 
children's charity and at least 1 that is based in Bristol. In previous years we have 
supported Cots for Tots, St Peters Hospice, Baby Bank Network and Meningitis 

Research Foundation. We will support 2 charities again in 2020, the Management Team 
will pick 2 from the suggestions and let you know who they are later on in the year 

alongside the fundraising week dates. 
 

Please send in your suggestions via the following Surveymonkey link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GZ2J2J7 

 
Please complete the survey before Wednesday 5th February.  

 
Our first fundraising week is going to be the week commencing 6th April 2020. We 

will write to you with more details soon once we know our Chosen Charities.  
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiFjK7CtdDPAhXCVRoKHcOmAKAQjRwIBw&url=https://uisg.uiowa.edu/diversity/get-to-know-us-2/&psig=AFQjCNF2p5nWHqG5cueM5JmdWVRfB4qXTg&ust=1476195124423047
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GZ2J2J7


 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  

Now that we have worked our way through the 

Characteristics of Effective Learning we are going 

to look at an aspect of the EYFS Learning and 

Development in each newsletter. 

We use these Learning and Development Aspects 

to inform how we set up our environments, how 

we interact with children and how we observe and 

assess children’s development.  

You can find out more about the Early Years 

Foundation Stage here: 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4

Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf  

This month’s aspect is Personal, Social and 

Emotional: Managing feelings and behaviour. 

This is one of the prime areas of learning and 

development.   

This aspect can be observed in babies being 

physically comforted with cuddles, by being 

rocked or by being spoken to. This area of 

development then moves into expressing a range 

of emotions and sharing those with adults,  as well 

as recognising others emotions (i.e. looks 

concerned if a friend is crying). Eventually children 

will build on this development to recognise their 

actions affect others emotions and they may try to 

comfort others who are distressed.  

The Problem Solving Steps are a great way of 

introducing and recognising emotions. We use 

these across all age groups for any conflicts or 

when a child is displayed strong emotions.  

1. Approach calmly with an open mind 

2. Acknowledge feelings (i.e. I can see that 

you are feeling very… How are you 

feeling?)  

3. Gather information from both sides (Whats 

the problem? What has happened?) 

4. Restate problem (So the problem is…) 

5. Ask for solutions and choose together (How 

can we solve the problem? How can we 

make you feel a bit happier?)  

6. Be prepared to give follow up support.  

 

 

Staff Training 

We think Continual Professional Development is 

REALLY important to ensure we are providing 

the best care and education for your children SO 

here is some information about the training staff 

have been on recently: 

Our January Staff Meeting was hosted by our 

Inclusion Specialist Sarah Swann, all about 

Individual Education Plans and how to support 

children who need additional support at nursery or 

home.  

Rosie has begun working towards a course on 

supporting children with a hearing loss. She will work 

towards this online before her next face to face 

session in March.   

Kim, Francesco, Tracy & Charlotte attended a 

Baby Practitioner Network Meeting which we hosted 

at Archfield. We had over 15 other baby practitioners 

visit us for this meeting too which is great!  

 Cassie & Rebecca attended a National Childrens 

Bureau Early Years Foundation Stage reforms 

consultation.    

 

   

World Book Day 5th March 2020 

We are going to put the emphasis of World 

Book Day back on the books rather than the 

costumes this year.  

Throughout the week commencing 2nd 

March 2020 we invite your child to bring in a 

NAMED favourite book to share with the 

group. We will have a special box to keep 

the books separate from our nursery ones 

for that week. We will then share these 

books together and set up activities about 

them.  

Your child/ren are welcome to dress as a 

character from a book if they wish but we do 

not want any extra pressure for Parents.  

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf


  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Central Bristol Family Support Services 

Follow the link below to see whats on offer at our 

local Childrens Centres over the coming months. 

More than eight in 10 local authorities saw a fall in 

the number of children’s centres between 2010 

and 2019. More than a third of local authorities 

have seen the number of children’s centres in their 

area cut by more than 50%.  

These figures are incredibly alarming when 

thinking about essential support for families. 

Please make the most of the support our local 

Children’s Centres can offer you. This will also 

help show Bristol City Council how important our 

Children’s Centres are.   

http://stpaulschildrenscentre.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/Bristol-Central-Childrens-

Centres-Timetable-January-2020.pdf 

 

Speech and Language 

Support 

There are free Speech and 

Language drop in sessions for 

Parents across Bristol 

throughout the year. 

These are the dates for East 

and Central Bristol but on the 

following website you can find 

dates for North and South 

Bristol too 

https://cchp.nhs.uk/cchp/explore

-cchp/childrens-speech-

language-therapy/family-drop-

ins-information-sessions-advice-

line 

If you have any concerns about 

your child’s speech and 

language please feel free to 

speak to your Key Person or 

Room Manager. They may seek 

advice from Rosie or Claire who 

are our Special Educational 

Needs Co-ordinators 

(SENCo’s). Speaking to them 

does not mean your child has 

Special Educational Needs. 
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https://cchp.nhs.uk/cchp/explore-cchp/childrens-speech-language-therapy/family-drop-ins-information-sessions-advice-line
https://cchp.nhs.uk/cchp/explore-cchp/childrens-speech-language-therapy/family-drop-ins-information-sessions-advice-line


 

 

 

 

 

The Eco-Wheel is due to officially launch at the Nursery World Show next 

week. We have created our action plan that is specific to us for 2020. Our 

actions for February 2020 are: 

 Update our Environmental Policy and share it with the nursery 

community.  

 Reflect on the involvement of an environmental approach within our 

Pedagogical Values (how we teach).  

 Actively promote environmentally friendly practice with the children (i.e. 

talking about turning lights off before we leave the room because we 

want to save energy).  

 Look into our compost bin and how it is working, seek advice from a 

knowledgeable other if needed.  

 Put up ‘no idling’ signs on our nursery gates.  

 Investigate our current banks investments in fossil fuels and look into 

alternatives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eco-Wheel 

Progress  
 

Don’t forget to like our 

Facebook page for 

regular updates in your 

newsfeed! 


