
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter June 2019

 

Important Dates 

Friday 11th October 2019 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 

development. 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 

development. 

Wednesday 19th June 2019 6pm – Monthly Staff Meeting. Please collect your child by 5:50pm to 

ensure we can give you a handover before promptly starting our meeting at 6pm.  

Thursday 11th July 2019 – Wise Owls School Leavers Trip. Separate info has been sent out, 

please speak to Wise Owl staff if you have any questions.  

Wednesday 17th July 2019 – Hosting NDNA Training in our Training Room. We are hosting 

training on the new early years inspection framework, 1 AM session and 1 PM session. Please 

direct ALL visitors to the Number 4 visitors buzzer.  

Thursday 18th July 2019 3:30pm – Wise Owls Graduation at St Matthews Church Hall. 

Separate info has been sent out, please speak to Wise Owl staff if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our Development Plan is 

a working document that 

we use to focus on 6 

objectives.  

These 6 objectives are 

decided as a staff team 

following reflections on 

the care and learning 

opportunities we provide.  

Our Bristol Standard 

journey and Parent / Staff 

questionnaires and 

comments feed into our 

objectives. 

The bubbles above show the 6 objectives for our current Development Plan. The Development Plan breaks 

these objectives down into actions and what the objective will look like when it is achieved. We evaluate the 

objectives at regular intervals as a team. 

Some examples of the actions that will help achieve these objectives are: focus on handovers and develop a 

‘good practice’ guide for all staff, create a film with an ‘ideal’ drop off for Parents and Staff, whole team 

training on attachment informed practice and identifying ways of ensuring our environments reflect children, 

families and staffs cultures. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristic of Effective Learning of the 

Month 

In each newsletter we focus on an area of the 

Characteristics of Effective Learning (CoEL). The CoEL 

are part of the Early Years Foundation Stage, they focus 

on HOW children learn alongside the areas of learning 

which focus on what children are learning. 

Making Links:  Choosing ways to do things 

(Thinking)  

This area of the Characteristics of Effective Learning can 

be observed in a child; planning and making decisions 

about how to approach a task, solve a problem and reach 

a goal, checking and reflecting how well their activities are 

going, changing strategy as needed, reviewing how well 

the approach worked.  

Some of these sound quite complex, however actually 

these skills can be as simple as a baby trying to fit a stick 

into a coffee pot which only fits one way. They will change 

the way they move the objects to fit to their objective, 

change strategy and use trial and error.   

 

 

 

 

Genital Language 

“As parents, we spend a lot of the pre-5 

years telling our child the name for things 

e.g. animals, toys, machines and parts of 

their body. From when they are very young 

we give them names for lots of parts of 

their body – eyes, nose, mouth, feet etc – 

and we tend to all use the same name. 

There is, however, a huge variety of words 

used by families to refer to the private parts 

of their body , in particular the penis or 

vulva – you’ll have heard flower, front 

bottom, winky, wee man, to name a few. 

No other part of the human body has been 

given so many different names! This can be 

confusing for children, particularly when 

they hear different words being used by 

other children at nursery. 

As you’ll know, there’s a fair bit of personal 

care involved in the pre-5 years, particularly 

from toilet training onwards, when you’re 

helping your child learn to wipe and wash 

their bottom and penis or vulva, so there’s 

everyday situations where you need 

accurate words to help your child learn new 

skills. It’s also the natural stage to help 

children start to learn that these parts of the 

body are private and what behaviours from 

and towards them are appropriate. 

Many adults were not taught these words 

growing up and can feel uncomfortable 

using them as they can be thought of as 

‘sexual’ words. 

If we want to be clear about what children 

mean when they talk to us about their body 

and touch, then we need to teach them 

accurate language.” 

At Nursery we are reflecting on the ways 

in which we respond to children, 

ensuring we don’t use inaccurate terms 

and clarifying them if appropriate.  

This website gives lots more information 

about early consent, gender stereotyping 

and language with under 5’s 

https://www.sandyford.org/parents-

sandyford/pre-5/ 

 

30 DAYS WILD 

What have you been doing for 30 Days Wild? Have a 

look at our displays around the nursery to see what 

we have been up to! Please send in your WILD 

photos to office@archfieldhousenursery.co.uk 

https://www.sandyford.org/parents-sandyford/pre-5/early-protective-messages/
https://www.sandyford.org/parents-sandyford/pre-5/
https://www.sandyford.org/parents-sandyford/pre-5/
mailto:office@archfieldhousenursery.co.uk


  

 
 

 

 

 As all meals are based on the four main 

food groups and in accordance with the 

criteria set out by The EYNP. Keeping 

food high in saturated fat and sugar to a 

minimum, the policy at Archfield House 

Nursery is that no food is allowed to 

be brought in from home.  

 

 We have decided to ask parents not to bring in cakes and 

sweets to celebrate birthdays and other special occasions, to 

reduce the amount of high fat, sugar and salt foods children 

eat at these times. We will continue to recognise special occasions 

that children, families and staff celebrate, in a variety of personalised 

ways. You are more than welcome to contact our Chef, Hayley to 

speak about bringing some fruit in on your child’s birthday if you 

wish.  

 

 If a child has a food allergy, their allergic reactions are detailed by 

the parents, in a form at the point of registration. Any changes to 

allergy information must be put in writing by the parent, signed 

and handed directly to the manager (or via email). In accordance 

with Food Standards Agency requirements, an allergen breakdown 

for all food served throughout the day, is on display in the kitchen at 

all times. We will ask Parents and Carers to complete a Health Care 

Plan for children’s allergies and Hayley (Chef) may ask to see you 

to chat about your child’s dietary requirements.  

  

 

 

 

 

Kitchen Corner 

This month in kitchen corner, we are going to remind you of some points you may 
already know and introduce some new parts of our Food Policy. If you have any 

questions at all please feel free to contact Hayley via email 
office@archfieldhousenursery.co.uk or pop up and speak to her in the Kitchen.  

 

mailto:office@archfieldhousenursery.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Training 

We think Continual Professional Development is REALLY important to ensure we 

are providing the best care and education for your children SO here is some 

information about the training staff have been on recently:  

Cassie, Emma and Rebecca attended the Early Education national conference at the University of 

Bristol. They heard some fantastic speakers who spoke about attachment informed practice.  

Liz, Will and Leila attended Paediatric First Aid Training.  

Kirsty attended play therapy in practice training session.  

Will attended the Bristol Men in Early Years network meeting at St Pauls Children’s Centre.  

Cassie and Emma attended a Emotion Coaching training session. 

Hannah attended Sparking Creative Thinking Training at St Pauls Children’s Centre.  

Rosie attended identifying and supporting children with speech, language and communication needs 

training.  

Ona and Vicky attended Developing your team: leadership training.  

Claire and Hazel attended Planning in the Moment – Under 2’s training with Anna Ephgrave.  

Like our Facebook Page to receive regular updates on what we are up to 

https://www.facebook.com/Archfield-House-Nursery-and-Pre-School-596722470416366/ 

0117 942 2120 www.archfieldhousenursery.co.uk office@archfieldhousenusery.co.uk 

Parent Forum 

We had our first Parent Forum meeting in May, 

here is some feedback from Parents who 

attended: 

“It was great to get some insight into the Nursery’s 

development plan for the year and to be able to 

feedback on the many strengths that you have. It 

was also useful to ask questions around areas I 

didn’t really understand.” 

“I found the Parent Forum interesting and helpful 

and would be keen to attend future ones.” 

We discussed our Development Plan and spoke 

about some hot topics such as handovers / drop 

offs, our new online system Connect and being 

eco-friendly. 

The next Parent Forum will be in September, we 

will send out more information soon! Why not 

come along and have your say? 

Have you been watching the 

Women’s World Cup at home? 

Watching women in sports is one of the 

Let Toys be Toys Raising Children 

without Gender Stereotypes guidance! 

You can find the other top tips here: 

http://lettoysbetoys.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/09/LTBT-DrMacKay-

poster-A3.pdf 

https://www.facebook.com/Archfield-House-Nursery-and-Pre-School-596722470416366/
http://www.archfieldhousenursery.co.uk/
mailto:office@archfieldhousenusery.co.uk
http://lettoysbetoys.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/LTBT-DrMacKay-poster-A3.pdf
http://lettoysbetoys.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/LTBT-DrMacKay-poster-A3.pdf
http://lettoysbetoys.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/LTBT-DrMacKay-poster-A3.pdf

