
Important Dates 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 – In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training and 

development. 

Wednesday 14th October 2020- In-Service Day. Nursery will be CLOSED all day for staff training 

and development. 

Wednesday 4th December 2019 – Staff meeting 6pm. Please ensure to collect your child by 5:50pm 

so we can give you a handover before 6pm.  

Please see our separate Christmas Dates (attached to this email) for all Christmas events. 
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Charlotte Hancock  

Charlotte joined us from a local nursery in October 

where she was previously a Room Manager of a 

large baby room. She has 6 years experience in 

Early Years and used to work with Kim (from 

Ducklings!) at a different nursery.  

Charlotte is working 5 days per week and is stepping 

up to Room Manager in Beehive when Hannah 

transitions to Squirrels over the coming weeks. When 

asked about her favourite part of her job, Charlotte 

said… “it’s hard to pick out one specific area as I love 

it all”.   

 

Fundraising Fitness Week 

Thank you to all of you who have bought in items for Baby Bank Network and for your money 

donations too. We are continuing to sell raffle tickets for the Bristol Rugby Ball and Shirt and will 

announce the winner next week, along with the winner of the staff marathon guesses! Please see 

Hayley in Beehive or Christine J for raffle tickets. We will tally up the final amount of money we have 

raised this year and let you know very soon!  

Bonus Time! 

Staff that have worked here for over 2 years will 

receive their profit scheme bonus this month – 

woohoo! Staff that have been here for under 2 years 

receive a ½ day holiday Christmas Shopping day 

voucher. Thank you SO much Rebecca! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiFjK7CtdDPAhXCVRoKHcOmAKAQjRwIBw&url=https://uisg.uiowa.edu/diversity/get-to-know-us-2/&psig=AFQjCNF2p5nWHqG5cueM5JmdWVRfB4qXTg&ust=1476195124423047


 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  

Now that we have worked our way through the 

Characteristics of Effective Learning we are going 

to look at an aspect of the EYFS Learning and 

Development in each newsletter. 

We use these Learning and Development Aspects 

to inform how we set up our environments, how 

we interact with children and how we observe and 

assess children’s development.  

You can find out more about the Early Years 

Foundation Stage here: 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4

Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf  

Our first aspect is Personal, Social and 

Emotional: Making Relationships. This is one of 

the prime areas of learning and development, it 

comes hand in hand with children’s well-being.  

We see this aspect of development with other 

children but also with adults. The aspect starts 

from birth-11months old where a child may copy 

facial expressions such as sticking tongues out at 

each other. There are many stages of 

development all the way to 40-60 months where a 

child may initiative conversations and takes steps 

to resolve conflict with others. Making 

relationships is key for confident children ready to 

learn through play in all aspects of the EYFS. 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Training 

We think Continual Professional Development is 

REALLY important to ensure we are providing 

the best care and education for your children SO 

here is some information about the training staff 

have been on recently: 

Kim (Ducklings) and Amelia (Wise Owls) attended 

Paediatric First Aid Training. 

Cassie (Manager) attended a workshop about 

Adverse Childhood Experiences. 

Will (Squirrels) attended the Bristol Men in Early 

Years Network meeting. 

Our October Staff Meeting was all about the Safer 

Working Practice Guidance. Rosie and Emma (our 

Designated Safeguarding Leaders) went through lots 

of scenarios to ensure safeguarding is always at the 

forefront of our minds. 

Emma (Manger) attended Mental Health First Aid 

Training. Emma is the 1st person at Archfield to go 

on this training. We aim for all Managers to complete 

the training in the near future. 

Kate (Outdoor Learning Ambassador) went to the 

Bristol Early Years Outdoor Research Network 

cluster meeting. 

Jo (Beehive) and Leila M (Nursery Practitioner) 

attended Quality Teaching training, run by NDNA 

here at Archfield. 

Cassie (Manager) attended an Eco-Wheel meeting 

which will be fed back at the December staff 

meeting, we are one of the first nurseries to take part 

in this nursery specific eco-friendly journey. 

 

 

   Christine Crew (Finance Manager) Holiday Dates 

Christine has become a Nanny again to a beautiful Grandson! She will be going 

to visit her Daughter and new Grandson in Australia so will be taking 3 weeks 

holiday and therefore will be away from nursery from Friday 29th November 2019 

until Thursday 2nd January 2020.  

Christine will continue to answer emails to 

christine@archfieldhousenursery.co.uk but if you would like to make any 

changes or have any finance queries please try and contact her before her 

annual leave.  

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf
mailto:christine@archfieldhousenursery.co.uk


  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kitchen Corner 

 
I am loving all the fruit and veg in season at the moment, and I’ve 

been playing around with the seasonal produce that has been 

coming into my kitchen. The pumpkin soups and sweet potato 

brownies have gone down a treat! Also incredibly popular this 

week has been my beef goulash, so I’ve included the recipe for 

you below. There is nothing better than a stew in this wet and 

windy weather, so let this one warm your cockles. 

 

In other news, next Saturday (30th November) the Management 

Team and myself are heading to London for the Nursery  

Management Times gala awards evening! I met all the Nursery Chef of the Year finalists at the 

cook-off in October and they were all fantastic so, whatever the result, it’s a great achievement to 

be a finalist. Look out for updates on our Facebook page on the night! 

 

 

 

 

Beef goulash, serves 4 

 

Ingredients 

4 tbsp olive oil     700g stewing steak, cut into chunks 

30g plain flour     1 large onion, thinly sliced 

2 garlic cloves, finely chopped   1 green pepper, deseeded and thinly sliced 

1 red pepper, deseeded and thinly sliced 2 tbsp tomato purée 

2 tbsp paprika     2 large tomatoes, diced 

300ml beef stock, home-made or shop-bought 2 tbsp flat-leaf parsley leaves 

150ml soured cream 

Method 

1. Heat oven to 160C/140C fan/gas 3. 
2. Heat 1 tbsp olive oil in a flameproof casserole dish or heavy-based saucepan.  
3. Sprinkle 700g stewing steak chunks with 30g plain flour and brown well in three batches, adding an 

extra 1 tbsp oil for each batch. Set the browned meat aside. 
4. Add in the remaining 1 tbsp oil to the casserole dish, followed by 1 large thinly sliced onion, 2 finely 

chopped garlic cloves, 1 green pepper and 1 red pepper, both finely sliced. Fry until softened, 
around 5-10 mins. 

5. Return the beef to the pan with 2 tbsp tomato purée and 2 tbsp paprika. Cook, stirring, for 2 mins. 
6. Add in 2 large diced tomatoes and 300ml beef stock.  
7. Cover and bake in the oven for 1 hr 30 mins - 2 hrs. Alternatively, cover and cook it on the hob on a 

gentle heat for about an hour, removing the lid after 45 mins. 
8. Sprinkle over 2 tbsp flat-leaf parsley leaves and season with salt and freshly ground pepper. 

9.  Stir in 150ml soured cream and serve with rice, tagliatelle, spätzle, or crusty bread. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/review/test-best-casserole-dishes


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online safety 

It is important to start thinking about Online 

Safety as soon as your child has access to 

online material, even if it is under your 

supervision. 

You can find out more information here: 

https://www.nhs.uk/news/pregnancy-and-

child/who-guidelines-screen-time/ 

Please speak to Emma or Rosie (Our 

Designated Safeguarding Leaders) if you have 

any concerns about online safety.  

Don’t forget to bring in a pair of wellingtons for your child! We go 

outside in all weathers and we want them to be able to splash 

about in puddles and have a great time! 

Please name each wellington and if possible please teach your 

child to recognise their nursery wellies. This really helps with 

children building their independence in getting ready for wet 

weather. If you bring in new wellies it is also really handy to show 

your Key Person them.  

We are always on the look out for 2nd hand donations of wellies 

that don’t fit anymore for our ‘spares’. Thank you! 

PARKING ON THE WHITE LINE 
 

In our recent Parent Forum we discussed the use of the white lines outside the 
nursery. These lines are discretionary white markings which are not enforceable.  
From January 2020 we will be encouraging parents to ensure that they seek out 
spaces surrounding the nursery before resorting to the white lines.  This will then 

leave the white lines available should there be no spaces in the vicinity. 
 

The parking bays are FREE before 9am and after 5pm.  Between this time, you can 

obtain a FREE 30 minute ticket from the machine. We are still awaiting information 

from Bristol City Council regarding the proposed informal crossing outside the 

nursery. 

 

We are raising this as an issue following our Parent Forum meeting earlier this month.  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/news/pregnancy-and-child/who-guidelines-screen-time/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/pregnancy-and-child/who-guidelines-screen-time/

